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UAV ANSWER HIM THAT REPROACHBTH UE. 

It may appear a question of some difficulty, whether 
Religion has suffered more from the attacks of her 
open enemies, or from the indiscretion and the faults 
of her own children. It is, indeed, easy to perceive, 
that the unworthy conduct of the professors of 
Christianity tends to cast an imputation upon its 
holy doctrines, as being insufficient for the purposes 
for which they were intended. Such, at least, is the 
impression made upon the minds of those who are 
not favourably disposed towards Religion i such is 
the alleged excuse of many, for their neglect of doc- 
trines, whose truth they have not the honesty to 
aclcnowledge, and of precepts, whose purity they have 
not the inclination to practise. Yet, is it not unjust 
to measure the worth of Christianity by that which Is 
only the partial result of its principles ? Is it not 
unjust to charge upon the truth, the consequences of 
an imperfect comprehension of its details, or the 
adoption of an erroneous estimate of its en.teot.'. 
The fact is, that mea ate ^isCTJ-Kftw^ v^ ^Aso-*- "^^^ 
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6 SERMON. 

influence, the full influence, of the Gospel upon their 
hearts ; they refuse to take that view of themselves, 
their condition, and their prospects, which the Gospel 
gives ; they cannot bring themselves to adopt that 
standard of holiness which the Gospel prescribes ; 
and thus, the method of salvation, which Divine wis- 
dom has designed, is frustrated by the folly of those 
very persons, for whose evils it provides a remedy. 

Let it not, however, be thought, that the railing 
accusations which the enemies of true godhness bring 
i^inst our most holy Faith have any such solid 
foundation as they pretend to believe. The effects 
of Christianity are neither few nor trivial. We may 
not, indeed, yet see the time when the knowledge of 
the Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters cover 
the sea ; we may not yet find that every thing hurtful 
or destructive ia removed from aU God's holy moun- 
tain — the schism, the heresy, the sin ; we may not 
yet rejoice in that blessed completion of God's mer- 
cies, when the work of righteousness shall be peace, 
and the effect of righteousness, quietness and as- 
surance for ever -, but we cannot suffer those persons 
who are the chief obstacles to this blessed consum- 
mation, to taunt us with the efl'ects of their own 
iiugodliness. We have yet many goodly proofs that 
the Author of Evil shall not ultimately be victorious 
over the Author of Good. We have yet many testi- 
monies to the Ijeneficial results of the Gospel ; which, 
//' tbey exhibit not fiill perfection, \f ftiey BV\fl.tMaift 
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something of the weakness of humaa efforts, do, 
nevertheless, entourage us to proceed onward in our 
course, to engage more zealously in our labours, and 
to hope for the time when godliness shall have its 
perfect work, and Christ's strength shall be perfected 
in weakness. If evil, in many instances, has not been 
eradicated, yet in many instanees it has been dimi- 
nished. If vice be not altogether banished, yet it 
wears not openly its unblushing front. If social 
intercourse he interrupted by injuries, at least, it is 
not generally stained by cruelty. If love, the holy 
principle of the Gospel, does not reign supreme in 
every heart, and bring every thought into subjection 
to the will of God ; still there are many evidences 
that this grace of Christ bears, at least, some sway 
over the hearts of liis disciples. There are found 
those who, for the sake of their Divine Master, feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick, comfort 
the captive, relieve the stranger. There are those who 
do this, in the humhle hope that they are fulfilling 
the holy desires of Him, who will accept and acknow- 
ledge their labours in His service. Forasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me. 

It is the peculiar glory of Christ's religion, that it 
thus enlarges and softens the heart. Every feeling 
arising from the very mention of the name of Christ, 
is a feeling of love. Every thought which the (yua.- 
templation of his life smA de-a.'Ctt. t: 
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connexiim with thia feeling of love. Hence arise the 
atrongest emotions of gratitude, and the highest prin- 
ciples of holy benevolence. The extent of that love 
wherewith Christ has loved ns, the fulness and the 
fi^eeneas of that salvation of which every child of Adam 
is invited to partake, afford us motives for enlarged 
affection towards God and towards man, Ife Iqvk 
Him because He first loved vs; and. Beloved, if God so 
loved vs, tee ought also to love one another. The per- 
ception of the love of Christ is at ouce the principle 
of obedience to Him, and of earnest regard for those 
whom be loves. The blessings of salvation through 
Christ open to us a new relation to our fcllow- 
LTeatures, as members of a communion which no 
distance of place can interrupt, which no space of 
time can limit. It is a communion spiritual and 
eternal ; a communion of privileges the most valuable, 
and of affections the most pure. The unsearchable 
riches of our heavenly inheritance, the free offer of 
its full enjoyment to all of every station and of every 
clime, become, when duly contemplated, the means 
of affording us the only correct estimate of the ad- 
vantages of this hfe, and of the value of wealth, rank, 
or power. While the hope of that eternal weight of 
f^lory, which shall be ours through Christ, must cast 
Hito shade every thing connected with earth, it m'oet 
alHo strengthen our conviction of the awful extent of 
the responsibility, wtiich attaches to things that in 
theniBclves ore comparatively trw'\a.\, ani tWv iim.\i 
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all their real importance from their influence upon 
our future destiny. When we view the advantages 
of this scene of probation, as talents committed to 
our care, of which we shall be called to render a strict 
account ; when we can humbly acknowledge that our 
blessings are not the results of our own power or 
wisdom, but the gifts of a gracious God ; we shall 
discover that the inequality with which these gifts 
are distributed, is not inffinded to minister to our 
private aggrandizement, but to promote the happiness 
of the whole community. It is only by bearing one 
another's burdens that we shall fulfil our duty as 
members of the great family of our Creator and 
Redeemer, and as good stewards of the blessings 
which we have received, not for ourselves alone, hut 
for the welfare of all our brethren. 

It is to be remarked, that in the Jewish law, there 
was an evident purpose of cherishing the feelings of 
benevolence and mutual affection between the rich 
and poor, as members of one commonwealth. The 
Divine Lawgiver did not think it derogatory from his 
dignity, to enter into the details of charity and relief 
to the needy*, the widow, and the straugerf. He 
himself ordained the gradations of rank and station ; 
expressly declaring, that the poor shall never cease out 
of the land: therefore I command thee, saying. Thou 
shall open thine hand wide vnto thy brother, to thy poor, 

'Deut. liv. 3S, M. ■*\Jc\A--i--ms.\''-^*>- 
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and to the needy in thy land*. Is it then to be supposed, 
that while Christianity displays a more extended view 
of Divine Mercy, it shouJd recommend a more scanty 
measure of human benevolence ? Can the Gospel 
cherish a harsh and unfeeling selfishness, that, in the 
strong language of Scripture, would grind the face of 
the poor? Is that the spirit of Cbriatianity which 
argues, in a false and uncandid manner, from the 
abuse of charity, against the principle of charity alto- 
gether ; and would shut up from the children of 
misfortune and of want, the sympathy of those who 
recognise them as brethren, and who feel the strong 
confirmation of the law of love, in the example of the 
love wherewith God has loved us ? Say not that this 
is the spirit of the miid and merciful Jesus ! Say not 
that these are the fruits of the love of Christ ! They 
are the nosious weeds of a spurious Christianity; 
the baleful fruits of a cold and false religion ; the 
deadly poison of that infidelity, which robs God to 
advance human reason ; and which, caring for nothing 
beyond what this world can give, seeks not to cul- 
tivate that greatest of the Christian graces, which shall 
render man like to his Creator, and which shall be 
the source of happiness in the. regions of the blessed. 
By casting aside all reference to the dispensations 
of God, who created both rich and poor, by depre- 
ciating the graces of Christianity, which they seem 

• Deut. XV. 1 1. 
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to be nnable to anderstand or feel, some persons, 
utterly ignorant of the real state of those institutions 
whose practice they reprobate, and whose usefulness 
they deny, are led to indulge in the indiscriminate 
censure of charities, whose effects they imagine to be 
opposed to their favourite theories ; theories, by the 
adoption of which, they would persuade us, mankind 
are to be restored to a state of primeval happiness. 
Alas for them, and for their remedies for human 
evils ! It would be strange, therefore, if an institu- 
tion like this, whose details have often been imper- 
fectly understood, and often wilfully misrepresented, 
should have escaped the attacks of slander and of 
ignorance. Will it be said, that here is given en- 
couragement to sin ? We deny it : and we can point 
to many who have here received encouragement to 
repentance. Will it be said, that here relief is afforded 
to shameless profligacy ? We deny it : and we can 
point to rehef afforded to deep and heartfelt con- 
trition. Will it be said that the bounty of this 
hospital has a tendency to increase its objects ? We 
deny it ; except that there was a time, when those 
who are here preserved would have been the victims 
of a mother's despair. We ask whether it be right 
to provide remedies, actual and not theoretical reme- 
dies, for evils that already exist, and that they do 
exist, independently of such remedies, we dare those 
who slander us, to point out one single instance, in 
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which the knowledge of the remedy caused the evil. 
The prospective remedy enters not into the previous 
calculation of those, whose folly or wickedness entails 
these miseries upon themselves. The days and nights 
of anguish which one moment of heedless crime will 
infallibly produce, are disregarded in the tumult of 
unruly passions ; and very often the best feelings of 
affection are treacherously abused, to serve the base 
purposes of the unprincipled seducer. Is it, then, 
nothing to hold out to one overwhelmed with sorrow 
and guilt, the hope of repentance ? Is it nothing to 
offer to one borne down by shame, the means of its 
removal ? Is it nothing to snatch from the career of 
vice the victim of falsehood ; to t«ar the delusion 
from her eyes, and, in the words of the blessed Jesus, 
to hid her Co and ain no more ? And in the results of 
this benevolence upon the more immediate objects of 
its care, ia it nothing to rescue innocent childhood 
ftom vice, from infamy, from death ? Is it nothing 
to bring up iu the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, those objects of his holy affection, of whom 
the Saviour has said, Svffer the little children to coine 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of such ia the kingdom 
of God ? And again, is it nothing that we are able, 
at stated periods, to meet here, in this sanctuary, with 
many who have been blessed with the privileges of 
this House, to pour forth with them the tribute of 
praise to a gracious God, that we have not run in 
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vain, neither laboured in vain. This is our rejoicing 
ia our labour of love : these are our answers to them 
that reproach us. 

Time would fail me, were I to attempt the defence 
of many other valuable institutions, from the asper- 
sions cast upon them by some who profess great 
zeal for the improvement of their fellow- creatures in 
knowledge ; if that can be called improvement which 
omits all reference to Divine things. It would be 
easy to show, that, whether in a mortd or a physical 
sense, human beings do not expose themselves to 
evils for the sake of the remedy : very rarely have 
they any previous knowledge, far less any previous 
expectation of a remedy for the moral or physical 
evils which they may suffer. Let us leave these 
dreams to the principles from which they spring 1 
We have not so learned Christ : we have seen his 
generous and disinterested affection, and we long to 
be conformed to his divine image. We can appre- 
ciate, though in a faint degree, the care for human 
happiness, which led him to forsake his glory, and 
become a servant ; and we desire, as far as in our 
measure may be accomplished, to emulate his anxiety 
for the welfare of mankind, and to live, not for our- 
selves alone, but for our brethren that are in the 
world. 

The words of the text appear to me appropriate 
to the solemnity of this day ; they are applicable to 
the young persons who are ■b.q'n \ieJl(i'c'i >aa.,'wK'& "s^ 
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regftrds their profession of the faith of Christ, and 
also with reference to their connexion with this 
Hospital. It becomes, therefore, my duty to apply 
them, ill conformity with the usual custom on these 
occasions. 

Let me, first of all, exhort you, my young friends, 
solemnly and seriously to consider the ohhgation, by 
which your profession as Christians binds you to 
show forth the praises of Him who hath called you 
into the clear light of the Gospel. We would humbly 
trust that the general regularity of conduct which 
you have exhibited during the period of your appren- 
ticeship, and which has brought you here this day to 
receive the approbation of your benefactors, is the 
fruit of those principles of sound religion and early 
piety, which you acquired in your education in this 
place. Whilst, then, you contrast your lot in the 
enjoyment of such privileges as these, with the con- 
dition of thousands around you, lost in ignorance 
and sin, a condition which, in all probability, might 
have been your own, had not the mercy of Godj 
through the bounty of this House, interposed in your 
behalf, you will, I trust, readily acknowledge that 
the privileges which you have enjoyed, the fruits 
of which you now experience, are, indeed, the 
gifts of a gracious and all-merciful Father. Your 
gratitude to him, therefore, is not to be merely the 
tribute of this day's homage, rendered to him in his 
^oljr temple-, but it ought to be the humble and 
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heartfelt consecratioa of your whole selves to tlie 

obedience of hia truth. 

You owe it to the privileges which you enjoy, that 
you should duly and diUgently employ them : Js chil- 
dren of light, walk ia the light. We would hail your 
appearance here, not only aa a testimony of the past, 
but as an earnest of yoiir future endeavours to guide 
yourselves aright by the Word of God ; and we pray 
that the grace of God, which has hitherto helped you, 
may support you unto the end. In the words of the 
venerable Apostle to his youthful friend and fellow- 
labourer, / would charge you, thai ye continue in those 
things which ye have leamedj axd have been assured of; 
knowing of whom ye have learned them ; and that from 
your childhood ye have known the Holy Si^iptures, which 
are able to make you wise unto salvation, through faith 
that (ff in Christ Jeaus. 

At the same time, as the feeling of gratitude to an 
earthly benefactor is by no means ioeonsistent with 
the higher principle of gratitude and love to God, let 
this feeling have its due influence upon your hearts. 
Those who rescued you, perhaps from an early death, 
but certainly from early dangers ; those who were 
the instruments of the bounty of God towards you, 
demand at your hands no higher testimony of your 
gratitude, than the continued exhibition of the effect 
of their benevolence, in the continued regularity of 
your conduct. They rejoice to appeal to such scenes 
as this, in proof that their \abo\tta ^^t \iR.'s.''ixj.'*-sissi, 
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and that their endeavoiirs, which are laudable, are 
alao in a great measure successful. This conduct on 
your part, the imitation of such conduct on the part 
of the younger children, the general tendency of 
this Institution, thus manifested in the comfort and 
happiness, the usefuIneaB and respectabihty, the 
steadiness of behaviour, and the soundness of prin- 
ciples, which prevail among its objects ; these are 
the means by which your benefactors have their 
hearts made glad, and are enabled to answer those 
that either ignorantly or wilfully reproach them. 
Go on, then, as ye have begun : nay, rather go 
on increasing in the grace of Clirist, which He 
will not fail to supply to your humble and earnest 
prayers ; and may the God of grace and peace be 
with you ! 

Finally, my brethren, let none of us forget, that we 
are bound to exhibit the true influence of the prin- 
ciplcs of our holy Religion, Let us steadily embrace 
its pure doctrines ; let us seriously cultivate its 
unblemished holiness ; let us ardently cherish its 
unbounded love. In days of rebuke and blasphemy, 
let us not shrink from the duty of showing forth the 
light that God has given us. It will be to ourselves 
the strong evidence of the certainty of those pro- 
mises, in which we have been taught to trust ; it will 
be to the world around us the testimony of the truth 
of oar Religion. It is possible, that, while the dis- 
ciples of Christ are thus endeavoima^ to be wise. 
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that they may answer those that reproach them, 
they shall be as the leaven of a pure and holy 
faith, that shall yet prevail against the wicked- 
ness which surrounds it -, they shall be as the small 
cloud that is the harbinger of the coming rain -, 
a rain that shall fertilize the parched fields of 
6od*8 heritage, and make the dry land springs of 
water. 
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3 directed to Miss 
Martineau's Jllustraliona of Political Economy, by a friend, 
who had been struck with the ingenuity displayed by that 
writer, yet imagined that several misrepresentations were 
mixed up with great plausibility, in the Tales under the 
above-named title. On referring to the eighth number, which 
was more pariiicularly mentioned, I found tliat the author 
made a direct attack on the principle of many excellent 
and useful institutions ; and with the avowed intention of 
illustrating the effects of Public Charities and the Poor 
Laws, had attempted ia argue, from the abuse of the former, 
and the frauds practised under the latter, not against the 
defects in the management of charitable institutions, or in 
the administration of a legal relief tn (he poor, but against 
the very existence of any such support or assistance as these 
means supply. It is distmctly stated, that various charities 
(the Lying-in Hospital and the Dispensary are particularly 
named) " would be good, if benevolent intention and careful 
management could make them so;" but their tendency is 
declared to be bad. " It is clear that the absence of these 
charities would be the absence of an evil to society." I 
felt myself, however, more particularly interested in the 
observations upon the Foundling Hospital, which, though 
inlroiluced apparently in a cursory manner, and without 
any immediate application (pp. 17, IS), are, in a suhaeojia^*. 
page (37), made the grounila o^ an Qi;\m«o., ■&«»- -siK^i^ "*■ 
ahtrity "is the worst of aU cha.r\.\iBa,'a'Q.i*yS.c^,^'^'*'^ 
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hoped, irom all other institutions." Being led to believe, that 
these "Ulustrations" hare been circulated exteasively, and 
read with attention, from the popular form in which they 
have appeared, I felt it a duty incumbeut on myself, as 
publicly connected with the Foundling Hospital in London, 
to give to the misrepresentations thus circulated, that public 
and decided contradiction, for which the exercise of my 
office on a late occasion afforded me the opportunity. The 
kindness of those friends under whose sanction the pro- 
ceding Sermon has been committed to the press, has in- 
duced me to explain, more fiilly than the previous occasion 
would allow, some of the misrepresentations and fallacies 
already mentioned. 

The Illustrations of Political Economy profess to be 
talcs exhibiting the truth of certain principles, which are 
stated in a Summary at the end of the separate volumes. 
These principles are some of the great means, by the 
adoption of which the professors of this inuch-talked-of 
science would persuade us that all human evils are to be 
remedied. TUey take, indeed, their own view of the causes 
of these evils ; but in order to show that this view is correct, 
something more is certainly necessary, than the ingenuity 
which can frame a narrative, — a narrative confessedly fictj- 
tious, tbr its illustration. If principles are to be brought tu 
bear upon tho actual circumstances of life, at least their 
utility ought to be proved by a ceference, not to imaginary 
but to actual circumstances. Still less ought we to expect, 
Ilut rHlseboods, gleaned frora calumnies t«n times reliited. 
ur from reports that rest upon no authority, should be 
appealed to as confirmatory of visionary theories. 

Many of the scenes in Cousin Marshall, especially the 
Jmpoailiona at the Workhouse aM ibe lie&tiNitica of the 
l>^g*ra. can have bad no existence, at \eaa*. \n ;& "ilwiixttb- 
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travagant details, except in the fertile imagination of Miss 
Martineau, who may have drawn them from some recollec* 
tions of a certain amusing nursery-book. The charge, how- 
ever, becomes far more grave against this lady, when we find 
that she rests her condenmation of a valuable and useful 
Charity upon a false representation of its principles and its 
practice. In the passage respecting the FoundUng Hos- 
pital above mentioned, she introduces a yoimg woman in 
the Workhouse, who says, " A young mistress of mine died, 
** and left a child a week old, and bade me see that it was 
taken care of till her husband came back, who was gone 
abroad ; and I could not be troubled with the Httle thing, 
so I took it direct to the Foundling Hospital; and I heard 
that the father came home soon after ; and the people at 
the Hospital could not the least teU which was his child, 
or whether it was one that had died. I kept out of the 
way, fox I could not have helped them, and should only 
have got abused." To a question, *' where she obtained 
a knowledge of the Hospital?'' "I knew enough about 
*'it myself, said the woman, with a meaning laugh, to 
*' manage the thing, without asking any body. It is a fine 
place that Foundling Hospital, as I have good reason to 
say." 

Such is Miss Martineau s description of the objects, the 
principles, and the practice, of the Foundling Hospital. I 
subjoin the Regulations of the Charity respecting the recep- 
tion of Children : — 

" 0/ the Reception of the Children. — Children are ad- 
mitted into the Hospital upon Petition to the General Com- 
mittee; upon the hearing of which, the Mother is examined, 
and an inquiry directed to be made into the truth of the 
particular circumstances &ld.\A^m ^'fe ^nj^wjl\ ^icc^-^i^. -«». 
enmmg General ComnxiUfte, ^\ii'G\i %\\». es^ri^^'^^sss^^^sc^^ 
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at ten o'clock, the petition is decided upon, according to the 
result of that or any further inquiry that maj be thought 
necessary. 

" DlegitimatB Children are the primary objects of the 
Charity ; the design of the Founder, as expressad in the 
Petition for the Charier, being twofold — to hide the shame 
of the Mother, as well as to preserve the life of the Child. 
Legitimate Children, however, are not wholly excluded ; 
hut if, on reading the petition, it appears that the Child is 
legitirnate, except in the ca^e of Soldiers and Sailors killed 
in service, the consideration of the petition must be post- 
poned until the next meeting of the Committee, and the 
Committee be specially summoned to take it into conu- 
deration. 

" The Age limited for admitting Children is Twelve 
Months. 

" If the Mother is in distress, it is discretionary in the 
General Committee to make her same weekly allowance 
ibr the maintenance of the Child till the day of its ad- 
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" JV. B, — Exclusive of this weekly allowance, the Go- 
vernors have formed a Fund, (separate irom the (iinds of 
the Hospital,) for afibrding occasional relief to those poor 
Women, who apply for the admission of their CbUdreti, 
and who are in peculiar circumstances of distress, Irom 
having been uomjielled to part with, or pawn, their dothes, 
on account of the maintenance of their Children, and 
other unavoidable expenses, and thereby being prevented 
from getting into service, or obtaining other means of 
livelilkood." 

Such jsthe.outUne of the operation of a Charity which 

AZf* under the ban of Miss Martineau as an evil to society ! 

Suob ia ihe relief winch it afTurda in ttie t^v V 
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evils, which, if suffered to take their natural couroe, would 

end in the infamy and ruin of both a mother and her off- 
spring ! 

If the lady in question can prove the case which she has 
inserted in her narrative to he an actual case, then must 
we be content to suffer under the imputation of Iblsehood. 
But if, as it will be found, the description alluded to never 
had, and never could have, any the most remote approxima- 
tion to truth, in the practice of the Hospital under its pre- 
sent regulations, she must necessarily abandon her alle- 
gations against the Charity. 

Before she again hazards a censure upon a Charitable 
Institution, if she have any regard for truth, let her inquire 
well into the actual circumstances of its operation; let her 
not adopt opinions, which would seem to impugn the eon- 
duct of men of integrity and liberality, upon grounds of 
mere scandalous misrepresentation, or idle and ignorant 
report. If she hopes to establish her principles, let her not 
expose herself to the charge of falsehood, wiiich, if it be not 
wilful and premeditated, arises from culpable ignorance 
and carelessness. 

The principles with respect to Charity which Miss Mar- 
tineau lays down, as illustrated in the eighth number of 
her Tales, are as follows, end are stated to be applicable to 
" private alms giving, public charilable institutions, and a 
" legal pauper-system," — " These are injurious to society, 
" because their tendency has been found to be, (o encourage 
" improvidence with all its attendant evils ; to injure the 
" good, while relieving the bad; to extinguish the spirit 
" of independence on one side, and of charity on the other ; 
" to encourage peculation, tyranny, and fraud ; and to in 
" crease perpetually the eviUttie^ M%TaeKO.^.^ft^'i■olsSp,v 

! how fheae B!i«s,ei t^s.viN.N.'*. «ii?$>1 ■*'*™ 
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Foundling Hospital : and one of the characterB in the tale 

be&rs us nill supply us materials for our " illustration." 
The melancholy episode of Jane Bridgeraan's conduct and 
misfortunes is, alas I too truly depicted; and accords but 
too accurately with the occurrences of hfe. Tliia poor 
orphan, after leaving the Workhouse, becomes servant to a 
former in a neighbouring village, and is titers seduced by 
a pauper labourer, who disappears suddenly on the prospeU 
of discovery, lest he should be compelled to marry Uer. 
She returns to her cousin Marshall, in whose house she is 
to remain secreted, till after her confinement, " to avoid the 
" persecution of parish officers, and to give her an opportu- 
" nity of obtaining a service at some diutance," leaving hor 
child under the care of her relations. She ia, however, dis- 
covered by the prying curiosity of a pauper neighbour, aud 
her retreat is made known to the parish officers ; she is 
taken to the Workhouse,^ where she is conflned. " Her 
" seducer is not to bo found ; if found, he would prove an 
" unkind, because an unwilling husband ;" something worse 
than the misery of her lot is to be apprehended, namely, 
" that she might be driven by that miaety to actual vice ; 
" and that her re-entrance into the Workhouse might prove 
" the date from which she would become a castaway from 
" her family for ever." These fears seem to have been 
rcaUzed ; for the last account of her is, that ahe is quite lost. 
Will Miss Martineau believe that she could scarcely have 
pleaded more strongly is favour of the usefulness of the 
" worst of all Charities," than by the plain statement of 
this case, for which she can find no adequate remedy; while 
she would seem to hope that such evils might be prevented 
by the refusal of all relief, however partial ? 
Misg Martineau herself allows that this girl might have 
Aaea teciaimod, bad not the intentiona o! \ier cQa^nl^le'«^ 



frustrated. Her disgrapemiglithaTebeen concealed, and her 
child priivided for, by her own exertioos, and tlie asBistance 
of her famil)' ; and sho would have had the opportunity of 
ahowiog the reality of her penitence, by her endeavoure to 
regain her lost character. Is not this the primary object 
of the Institution, whose practice I have explained ? Is 
not this the first of those results which it contemplates, the 
opportunity, to a wretched viclim of sinful passion or of 
cruel delusion, to retrace her steps ? la it, moreoyer, really 
believed, that the prospect of provision for the consequences 
of sinful indulgence, enters into the previous calculations 
of those who fall into temptation ? Is one id a hundred 
even aware of the existence of any such provision, or of 
any means of retrieving the loss of character, or avoiding 
the miseries, the dread of which is not of sullicient influence 
to deter from the commission of crime ? 

Again ; in what way is any injury infiicted on the good, 
by thus reclaiming the sinful ? Which is the greater evil 
to society, fo suffer the ruined female t« go on increasing 
in infamy and vice, corrupted and corrupting, or to place 
her in a situation where she may, in some degree, make 
amends for the wrong she Ims done? Or which is the 
greater evil to society, that an infant should be exposed 
either to a cruel death, or a wretched life ; or that it should 
he brought up (o he useful in eorae respectable occupation ? 
It must lie a strange perversion of the best feelings of 
the heart, if any person, more especially a female, could 
be so occupied with the theories of Political Eoonomists, 
as to esteem such a child's preservation to be an evil to 
society. 

Further ; how can it extinguish the spirit of independ- 
ence, that a way should be oSeiel ?ot ■&!« ii«s.TOaa <& Sios:*- 
VBTj" feeiing, by removing thalv\u.Oi ^twfcft B.\i«A5sa.M" 
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grent for 11110381316(1 efForts? Or how can the fteling of 
(■liarity be exiingnishud in those who have cherished it, 
when ihey see their endeavours crowned with success, 
through the Divine blessing upon their labours ? I cannot 
persuade myself to judge so harshly of any one, as to sup- 
pose, that the exhibition of the results of Christian bene- 
volence could afford him no satisfaction, no encouragement 
to continued exertion. 

The charge of encouraging peculation, tyranny, and 
iraud, is a charge against the management of Charities, 
which tittle afTects their principle, and is hut an old and 
futile ar^ment against the use of any thing from its abuse. 
All that careful management and strict examination can 
accompUsb, with respect to the real character and pro- 
spects of the applicants, is accomplished at the Foundling 
Hospital. Every statement is investigated, every reference 
examined ; and the previous eharaclfir and habits of the 
party ascertained. It is scarcely probable, therefore, that 
the evils for which this remedy is ofiercd, can be increased 
by the applica'ion of the remedy. The whole tendency of 
the operation of this Charity is, effectually to remove the 
evil, at least, in the instances which come under its in- 
Huence. To reclaim a sinner from vice; to give her the 
means of regaining her reputation, and her peace of mind, 
(even were there no possibility tliat Religious impressions 
may have been added to the sense of shame, and that 
repentance may have been wrought in her mind by the 
sufferings she has endured,) this would interpose quite 
as effectual a preventive check, as any which a PoUtical 
Economist can devise, to the recurrence of similar evils. 

No one who adopts the true estimate of human evils and 
their causoB, can be at a loss to perceive the Aitility of the 
•ainriples which tbia lady uttempta lo ealAUub-, wA \ih« 
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utterlr imdeqnate they are to accomplish the purpoiio» 
which she imaginen. It is not with respect to the Charity 
alone which I have advocated, that the misrcpresontntions 
hy which tiiese assamed principles are supportiMl, arc ca|m- 
Ue of satisfactoiy leftitation. Her illustrationM apply nut 
to the real question. They are applicable only to inMtaniH^ii 
of gross mismanagement and culpable ncgli^niH) in tlu> ml- 
ministration of those modes of relief to our poon*r bn'thriMi, 
which she so unsparingly condemns : and thu8, by u fiilM* 
method of reasoning, she would have it beliovinl that thi* 
whole system of Charity is an evil ; and that Iho ultinmto 
withhdding of assistance to all wants, cxcopt in tho (hiui- 
munication of knowledge by gratuitous c<luoaliou, will Xw 
the only means of preventing the prevalcncu of |K)vorty in 
this kingdom. 

Folly, and thoughtlessness, and sin, arc, indeed, the grt«at 
and ]«olifio causes of human evils. It is bo(*auHO man ih a 
fidlen creature, that sorrow and misory exist in the world : 
and they will exist as a necessary consei^uenee of the eon- 
stitution of human nature, while human nolure nunainn 
unchanged. Independently of these moral x^auses of evil, 
to how many evils of a merely extenial ohu racier, to how 
many accidents, over which his moral conduct run have no 
influence, is man exposed ! While relief to this latter class 
of evils is virtually dii^couragcd by the negative coninicn> 
dation that " it does no harm,'' all other evils, f^ni what- 
ever source they arise, are to be checked only by the 
refhsal of relief : and the causes of evil are at length to be 
eradicated by education. Will the bonds of society be thus 
drawn closer ? Will there be in this a tendency to cherish 
those feelings of brotherly kindness and good-will to each 
other, which the very conalitutvoiv oi! w«.\fttY tcOijiUMa^ which 
the precepts of the Gospel -eitpieaftV} <5firaaa»».^^ \s»'>&.'^ofc 
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way to exMbit the effects of religious principles, the genuine 
spirit of ChriBtianity? Can we each, in our own alloUed 
station, perform the dutios which our relntion to all around 
ua requires at our hands, by estimating every thing with 
reference only to self, by a cold and heartless calculation 
of tlie means by which " consumptioQ may be rendered 
productive," and by the adoption of a " preventive cheek," 
to limit "the number of consumers?"' Will these notable 
proceedings abrogate the causes of human eviU? Will 
they abolish improyidence, sin, or temptation ? Is man the 
perfectible being, which this female Political Economist 
appears ta consider him? Will the "diffusion of useful 
knowledge," or even the study of her own Illustrations, 
change the heart, subdue the passions, enlighten the soul, 
purify the conduct ? 

Is not all this a speculation, founded on a mistaken notion 
of human nature ; a notion imbibed in the school of that cold 
and rationalizing system, which denies the fuudamentol doc- 
trines of the Gospel, and takes from those doctrines, which 
it professes tu acknowledge, all their beauty and force, and 
all their adaptation to the wants and weaknesses of man ? 
And. in order that this regeneration of society, this state 
of things, in which every thing shall " go on in its natural 
course," may be accomplished, the hearts of our people, of 
our youtb, and of our females, are to be hardened against 
the claims of suffering humanity ; because some persons, 
clinging to theories, which still remain enveloped in my- 
stery, choose to assert that distress is occasioned, or aug- 
mented, by its relief. It is, indeed, some consolation to be 
persuaded that there is still remaining among us too much 
real Christianity, too much genuine feeling for the wants 
«m^ diatrcBsea of our fellow-erealures, to allow the promul- 
ffalion of these principles to be extenaivo\^ * 
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Let not any one be led away by the ingenuity and plausi- 
bility of these Illustrations, to admit the argument against 
charity, from the abuse of it in some instances. And let 
us hope that the inquiries which have been instituted re- 
specting the administration of relief to the poor, may be 
carried on in a spirit of true Christian feeling, avoiding all 
harsh and severe opinions, either on local or on general 
Charities ; that so, by the mutual kindness of the different 
classes of society, by the acknowledgment of dependence 
on the one hand, and by the free accordance of benevolence 
on the other, we may all obey the great law of the Gospel, 
and live in unity and Godly love. 
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